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WHAT IS A

WHAT IS A

... AND HOW DID IT ALL BEGIN?

A hot rod is an automobile that has been re-worked in the power
department to provide more speed and faster acceleration. A custom has
been altered to change its appearance. It may have only minor
changes to the body, or it may be a completely original, hand built car.
The first hot rod and the first custom, probably appeared shortly
after the first automobiles were built. Some owner sought more speed . . .
another owner wanted “something different.”” These are still the
reasons for modern hot rods and customs.
The great popularity of the automobile and the growing number of “hot
rodders” and “customizers” has brought about a new
language of automobiles. This booklet attempts to list and
define some of the most common of these terms.

Full er Radical Custom, 1951 Mer-
cury, 3/ Custom, 1955 Chevrolet.
4/ Semi-Custom, 1946 Cadillac. 5/

TYPICAL EXAMPLES OF CUSTOM
CARS. 1/ Experimental or Dream
Car, the Furturista by Starbird. 2/
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DARRYL
STARBIRD

Darryl
Starbird is

owner of the Star Kustom Shop in
Wichita, Kansas, and Custom Car De-
sign Consultant for Monogram Mod-
els. He is recognized as one of the
outstanding designers and builders
in America and his cars have won top
honors at custom car shows for the
past several years.

Street Rod, Monogram’s Big T.
&/ Competition Rod, 1932 Ford. 7/
Draogster, Slingshot type.
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Left: Frenched, quad, Tunneled heodlights in o 1955 Chevrolet. Right: Tunneled
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A Full-Race engine or “Mill”. A completely re-worked DeSoto in 1932 Ford,

“Lil Coffin”. Right: A center Console with all instruments.

A-Bone Model “A” Ford.
ALky Aleohol, used as fuel in
some dragster classes.

BaLpy A well worn tire.

BArreL Throat of carburetor.
(two-barrel carb., 4-barrel
carb., ete.)

Beast An exceptionally pow-
erful hot rod.

Beer-Up To strengthen or re-
inforce a part.

BinbERs Brakes.

Branking To fill holes with
molten lead.

BLENDING Running one paint
color gradually into another.

BLower A supercharger.

Brow Orr To beat all com-
petition.

Bome A powerful car.

Borep Engine cylinders

bored oversize for greater
displacement.

Boxep Sheet metal added to
a frame to produce a square
cross-section for added
strength.

BuesLE Top Transparent top
made of clear plastie,
molded to bubble shape.

Bucker Roadster type body,
usually made from model T
Ford.

BuckeT SEAT Individual seat
formed of fiberglas or light
weight metal, used in com-
petition cars. When used in
Eusscngﬂr cars seat is up-

olstered.

Bump Stick Racing camshaft.

BuLL Nose To remove orna-
ment and name plate from
hood.

Air Scoop on a 1961 Thunderbird.

Bur~ RueBer To spin wheels
in fast acceleration.

C’D Frame Section of frame
over rear axle replaced with
“C” shaped piece to raise
wheels and springs, thereby
lowering rear of car.

CaviFornia Rake Front of
car lowered,

Canpy APPLE A translucent
lacquer applied over a bril-
liant underbase.

Cars. Carburetor.

CuannNeEL To set the body
down over the frame rails,
hanging body from bottom
of frame instead of top.

CHeaTERs Exhaust pipes
routed below rear axle, usu-
ally with flared, bell-shaped
ends.

Cuop To lower top of car by
cutting or “chopping” a sec-
tion from all door and win-
dow posts and glass.

Cocs Gears.

ConsoLe Center eabinet be-
tween front seats; can house
radio, television, instru-
ments, etc,

Cowsoy Rake Rear of car
lowered.

CuBe Cubic inch. Measure-
ment of engine displace-
ment.

Cut CorLs Part of coil spring
removed to lower car.

De-CuroMmMeE To remove
chrome trim, such as mold-
ings, ornaments, ete,

Deck Jor Removing chrome
and ornaments from deck.




Left: Filled trunk and Shreud arcund license plate, on o 1958 Chevrolet. Right:

Chrome plated Reversed-Rim wheel on a 1941 Thunderbird.

Devce A 1932 Ford.

Dic Ovur Fast acceleration.

Disnep WHEEL Wheel with
rim removed, reversed and
re-welded in place.

Drac A race against a clock
or another car, from a
standing start. Usually 14
mile. Besults are based on
elapsed time and speed at
the quarter.

Drac Link Part of the steer-
ing system. Usually a rod
connecting the steering col-
umn with the left front
wheel.

DroprPEDp AxLE Old style
solid front axle with center
section cut and lowered or
dropped by welding in
extra metal., Raises front
wheels and spring, lower-

ing front of car.
DrorreEp SPINDLES Wheel
spindles altered by welding
to raise front wheel assem-
bly, lowering front of car.

ELecTtric Doons Door latches
operated by electric sole-
noids. Push button replaces
door handles.

EnciNe Swap Installing en-
gine of different make or
S1Ze.

E.T. Elapsed time.

Firrine To fll holes with
molten lead and grind
smooth.

FrLaMme Joe Paint applied to
simulate flames; usually at
side and rear of engine
compartment,
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Left: Sectioned body and Chopped top on 1951 Mercury. Right: Chrome plated

side, or Lake Pipes.

Frataeap “L” head engine
with valves at side of c},r']mu
ders operated directly by
camshaft. Largely replaced
by newer overhead-valve
engines.

Four-Bancer A four cylin-
der engine.

Four-ox-THE-FrLoor Manual
4-speed transmission with
shift lever mounted on
floor.

Frexca To weld and lead a
joint or seam — as around
headlight rims or where
body and fender join. Gives
smooth, one-piece look.

Frostine Blending one paint
color gradually into an-
other.

FuLr-Race Engine with all

possible alterations for max-
imumn performance.

Gear Box Transmission.

Goopies  Accessories to im-
prove the appearance or
. performance of a car.

Goox Wacon A stock car
dressed up with cheap ac-
cessories and gadgets. Not
modified and not a hot rod.

HavrLer Truck; usually a
light pick-up.

Heaper Individual exhaust
tubes from each cylinder
for better scavenging of ex-
haust.

HicuricaTing Blending one
paint color gradually into
another.

Hoopep A shade or hood over
headlights.



Monogram Customizing Car Kits provide fascinating
realism in miniature, one twenty-fourth actual size. (Scale
% inch to 1 foot) They provide wide model variety, too, with
more customizing parts and possibilities than most kits of
this type. Parts are furnished in several colors of
plastic and in gleaming chrome plate.
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Each Kit Makes Only One Model.
Builder Has Choice of Stock,
Custom or Rod in
Many Kits.

13 '55 Chevy Stock Hardtop
14 '55 Chevy Bubble Top PC83
15 '55 Chevy Custom Hardtop 1.98
16 '55 Chevy Stock Convert.
17 '34 Ford Stock Convert.
18 '34 Ford Drag Coupe

19 ’34 Ford Custom Convert. PC72 23 '30 Ford Stock Coupe

20 '34 Ford Custom Coupe 198 24 '30 Ford Stock Convert. pc7

21 '34 Ford Stock Coupe 25 '30 Ford Custom Coupe 1950
22 '34 Ford Drag Roadster 26 '30 Ford Drag Coupe

‘36 Ford Drag Roadster
*36 Ford Gustom Coupe
'36 Ford Stock Coupe

'36 Ford Custom Convert.
‘36 Ford Drag Coupe

'36 Ford Stock Convert.
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7 Black Widow Pick-up 149
8 '30 Ford Stock Phaeton PC64
PC68 9 '30 Ford Jalopy 1.98
$1.98 10 '37 Mercedes-Benz PC87 2.98

11 '34 Duesenberg Phaeton PCE1 298
12 Green Hornet PC61 1.49

27 Yellow Jacket
28 Red Chariot

PCT6 149
PC75 1.49



Left: Partially completed Paneling or Skinning on the Futurista. Right: Trans-

parent Bubble Top on Starbird’s Forcasta.

Hoop Jor To remove chrome
trim and fill holes in hood.

Hor-Up Re-worked engine
to deliver more power.

Kick-Up Frame rails raised
at rear to raise wheels, low-
ering rear of car.

Lake Prpes Exhaust pipes
routed along sides of car,
by-passing the muffler.

LAKESTER A rod demgned for
high speed racing on
courses such as those on the
Dry Lake beds in Califor-
nia.

Leap To fill in with molten
lead and grind smooth.
Louvees A series of slits to
allow air in or out. Often
used purely as a decoration.

Lowerinc Brocks Metal
blocks inserted between
spring and hanger to lower
rear of car.

Mac. WHEEL Wheel cast in
magnesium. Very light and
strong. Used mainly for rac-
ll]g.

Mac Magneto. Replaces the
distributor and battery on
racing and high perform-
ance engines.

MiLr Engine.

MotorpoaT Look
car lowered,

Rear of

Nerr Bar Bumper made of
steel tubing or rod, in vari-
ous shapes and designs. Re-
places stock bumpers.
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Left: Tubular steel Merf Bars on 1932 Ford “Lil Coffin”. Right: Louvered hood
and Pinstriping on 1955 Buick.

0.H.C.5. Overhead camshaft.
O.H.V. Overhead valves.

PaneLLinG To cover a frame-
work with sheet metal,
formed to shape.

Peak To bring to a point; as
the edge of a secop or hood.

PEARLESCENT A translucent
lacquer with a pearl pig-
ment added.

PinsTrIPING A fine paint line
following the general con-
tours of the body.

Pires Exhaust tubes.

- PorTEp Valve chambers
ground larger and smooth-
er for more efficient passa ge
of gases.

::_-_ Por A carburetor.
- Punk Out Engine break-

down.

Quaps Four headlights. Also,
two four-barrel carbs.

Rapivs Rops Rods mounted
to front axle near wheels
and to each side of frame
to help keep axle in line.

RacTor Convertible or road-
ster, with cloth top.

Ram. Jo Hot rod without
body, hnvmg only frame
and engine. Used nnl}r for
drags.

Rake To lower front of car.

ReEar Exp The differential.

Reversep Riar Wheel with
rim removed, turned around
and re-welded in place.
Gives wider track.

RorL & PLeaT Upholstery ap-
plied in lines of pleats with
a large padded roll around



Left: Mag Wheels and Racing Slicks on 1932 Ford “Lil Coffin”’. Right: Peaked,

Frenched taillights on 1955 Buick.

the edges. Often forms a
bucket seat.

RoLLEDp Pan Sheet metal
panel rolled under front or
rear of car to give more fin-
ished look. Bumpers are
often left off.

E.P.M. Revolutions per min-
ute. Speed of engine

ScaLLorinG Decorative paint
job in forms of scallops or
flames.

ScaveNcERs Exhaust pipes
routed below rear axle, usu-
ally with flared ends.

Scoor An opening to allow
air in or out of an area.

Section To reduce the over-
all height of the body by
removing a section of metal,
cutting entirely around car.

Saroup A hood, usually
around license plate, flaired
into surrounding area.

Sipe Pires Exhaust pipes
routed along sides of car.
(also Lake Pipes)

Skinwing To cover a frame-
work with formed metal
panels. (also Panelling)

Skins Tires.

Srick Tire made for drag rac-
ing. Smooth, no tread pat-
tern, very wide, usually soft
rubber for maximum trac-
tion.

SvingsHoT Dragster with seat
behind rear axle.

Svap Smirr To shift gears
quickly so there is no lag
between gears. Also Speed
Shift.

Left: Chepped Top and Relled Pans on 1958 Chevrolet. Right: Peaked Scoop,
Tunneled lights and Scalloping on 1935 Thunderbird.

Soupep Engine re-worked to
produce more power.

Stick SHiFr Manual trans-
mission with shift lever on
floor or steering column.

Stock Car as originally pur-
chased. No changes to chas-
sis, body or engine.

STreEET Rop Older model car
brought up to date with
large engine, custom inte-
rior, ete. Suitable for street
use.

- StrokeDp Crankshaft altered

to provide longer stroke of
connecting rods, giving
more engine displacement
and power.

' Stroker Car with stroked en-

ne.

'Swap To install engine of dif-

ferent make or size.

Tacu. Tachometer, instru-
ment to measure revolu-
tions per minute of cngine.

TiLt To lower front of car.

Trars The measured dis-
tance at end of drag strip
where start and stop timers
are placed. Measure elapsed
time for quarter and speed.

Tus Phaeton type body.

Tuck & RoLr Upholstery ap-
plied in lines of pleats with
a large padded roll around
the edge. (Roll and Pleat)

Turtep Upholstery applied
in a diamond design with a
button at each point of the
diamonds.

Tux~eLLEp Head or tail light
lenses set back into the
housing.



Left: Diamond Tufted upholstering in 1957 Thunderbird. Right: Reolled Pan and
Hooded headlights on 1951 Mercury.

WiLp Extreme, way out. Ap-
plied to unusual hot rods
that are very different from
others in their class.

WirLn Canm Cam with longer
and higher lobes to hold
valve open longer. Allows
passage of more fuel or ex-
haust.

Winp Our To run engine at
its maximum speed.

Wire WheeL Light weight
wheel with individual wire
spokes. Can be balanced
and aligned by adjusting
length of spokes.

7D Frame Rear of frame
rails cut and re-welded in
shape of “Z” to raise wheels
and springs.

BUILD YOUR OWN
CUSTOMIZED DRAGSTER

with the sizz,er

Build it the way you want it
with choice of frames, bodies,
engines. 92 parts, many chrome
plated.

B W $1.98

. with triple carbs . . .

scale

| custom

models

CUSTOM HOT RODS SCALED 1%

- INCHES TO THE FOOT . . . ONE-

EIGHTH ACTUAL CAR SIZE. $10.98
EACH.

Three times bigger than the usual
model car, each i1s scaled part by
part from standard make cars,
including the '24 Ford “T" roadster,
and is loaded with custom goodies
of every type.

Each model is “powered” with a hot
custom Chevy 283 engine . . . one
two with six
carbs . .. one with a GMC blower.
The chassis is something very special,

. as is the minute detail of the wheel

backing plates, the chrome plated
rear axle housing with quick-change
rear end and the chrome plated
tubular front axle. The whitewall tires
are hollow, soft and flexible, with
the detail of full size tires.




accessorics

AK201 6-Carburetor Assembly ........... 59

AK202 Oval GasTank .......................... 59
AK203 RacingSet ...l 79
AK204 GMC Blower Set ........................ 79
AK205 Chrome Wheel Set .................... 79
AK206 WW Drag Slicks, pr. .................. 1.00
AK207 WW Tires, pr. ..........cooooeeeeiii.. 19

AT YOUR DEALER

Printed in U.S.A. Copyright 1963 Monogram Models, Inc., Morton Grove, Ill. 1-663-400




